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Introduction of the Course

This course aims to enable student-teachers to understand the concept of language and its
functions. They will be introduced 1o different theones of first and second language scquisition.
It will help them to exchange ideas and communicate thoughts in a variety of seftings, accepting
bi/multilingualism as a norm. The course will enhance critical thinking capacities as envisaged n
the National Education Policy 2020 by imparting an understanding of language and litcracy
processes as part of holistic education. Further, the course will help suppon higher-order
language and literacy process for the development of a holistic personality of the leamers.

Learning Oulcomes
Alter completing the course, students will be able to:
1. Define language, its components, and functions in a variety of contexts
2, Recognize the link between language and cognition
3. Understand the various constitutional perspectives and trace the genesis and changes
tir the language policies in India
4. Understand and bridge the differences between the language environment st home and
schaal
S, Use linguistic knowledge and reading and writing processes for effective
communication of ideas and thoughts in the classroom
6. Understand the nature and concept of biymultilingualism and use it to support students’
litcracy development m the classroom

Mumber of Units 4 Weeks 15 = 20 hours
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Unit 1: General Introduction to Language (4 weeks = § hours)

What is Language?

Various components of language

Functions of language

How different are different languages?

Critical analysis of the following terms: Classical language, Dialect, Standard ami Non-
standard Llanguage

Characterizing mother tongue, first language, and second language

How language pedagogy needs to be visualized beyond the language classroom (at
different sites)

@ ® 8 @ w

Unit 2: Language Policies and Politics (4 weeks = B hours)
* [Power, wentity, and politics of language
* Language as a moedium of instruction and debates about English as a medium of
instruction
* The recommendations of NEP1968, NCF-2005, NEP 2020, and NCFSE 2023 on
language education

Unit 3: Language and Literacy in the Context of School (4 weeks = 8 hours)

The language environment of school and the varied nature of Indian ¢lassrooms
Language Leamer's profile

Language environment at home

Bi/multilingualism in the Indian classroom

Notions about interference or bridge

School's Expectations: Views relating to child's home language and literacy practices
What is viewed as "right" and "wrong" language in schools and the underlying
assumptions

« Critically understanding "errors” and the insights they provide.
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Unit 4: Lunguage Acquisition {3 weeks = 6 hours)
Language learming in early childhood

Language and Cognition: Piagst, Vygotsky, and Chomsky on language acquisition and
relevance of thewr views for the language tcacher
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Practicum/ Suggested Projects / Assignments (Any Two)
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I. Analyze hierature said to be wntten in standardired and non-standardized forms of a

langiage

2 Comparative Study of the NEPs and their recommendations for Language Fducation
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Examine the differences and similanitics in the cumiculum evolved on the basis of the
different NEPs on language Education
Un the basis of the above, the teacher may design his/her own relevant projects/

assignments.
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Teaching Learning Process

The course will be taught through interactive pedagogic methods such as classroom discussion,
debates, critical mediz analysis, collaborative leaming tasks (which enhance comprehension and
understanding of core writings in the area) and innovative projects. Reflective expression and

learning will be encournged.

Assessment Method
The assessment will be formative in nature and will factor in student participation. Individual

and group 1asks and assignments will be given. Summative evaluation will be done through end-

semester exumination,

Key words: Language, Literacy, Policy
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